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Abstract:

The MATATAG Curriculum signifies a pivotal shift in the Philippine education system, prioritizing foundational skills,
integrating 21st-century competencies, and promoting values education. This study conducts a comprehensive
document analysis to examine the curriculum's impact on stakeholders, revealing positive reception and adaptation
among educators, students, and parents. Through meticulous examination of official documents, policy papers, and
curriculum guidelines, the study elucidates reductions in academic pressure and enhancements in teacher
workload, fostering a conducive learning environment. Additionally, the analysis underscores the curriculum's
emphasis on holistic development, nurturing responsible, compassionate individuals. Stakeholder engagement
emerges as a critical component for ensuring the ongoing relevance and efficacy of the MATATAG Curriculum. As a
beacon of educational progress, the MATATAG Curriculum steers the nation towards excellence in education and
societal well-being.
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Introduction:

The Philippine education system has faced significant challenges over the past decade, as evidenced by poor
performances in both national and international assessments. According to the Program for International Student
Assessment (PISA) 2018 results, the Philippines ranked last among participating countries in reading
comprehension, mathematics, and science (OECD, 2019). Additionally, a 2022 report by the World Bank revealed
that approximately 91% of Filipino 10-year-olds struggled with basic reading comprehension (World Bank, 2022).
These findings underscore critical deficiencies in the existing K to 10 curriculum, prompting the Department of
Education (DepEd) to implement substantial reforms.

In response to these alarming statistics, the DepEd has introduced the MATATAG Curriculum, a comprehensive
initiative aimed at overhauling the Philippine educational framework. This new curriculum is designed to address
the identified weaknesses of the previous system by emphasizing foundational skills, reducing academic overload,
and incorporating socio-emotional learning components (DepEd, 2023). The MATATAG Curriculum's primary
objectives include improving literacy and numeracy among younger learners, fostering critical 21st-century skills,
and promoting holistic development through the integration of peace competencies and socio-emotional skills.

The development of the MATATAG Curriculum involved extensive collaboration with education stakeholders,
including teachers, academic experts, and policymakers. This collaborative approach aimed to ensure that the
curriculum is both relevant and responsive to the evolving needs of society (Department of Education, 2024). By


https://risejournals.org/index.php/imjrise
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.11877422
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-0845-3373
https://orcid.org/0009-0004-1886-359X
https://orcid.org/0009-0000-9818-2962
https://orcid.org/0009-0009-4981-3890
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-5987-6937
https://orcid.org/0009-0001-5611-9639

E INTERNATIONAL MULTIDISCIPLINARY JOURNAL OF RESEARCH
FOR INNOVATION, SUSTAINABILITY, AND EXCELLENCE (IMJRISE)

https://risejournals.org/index.php/imjrise

Volume 1, Issue no. 6 (2024)

ISSN: 3028-032X (online) | ISSN: 3028-0370 (print)

911

focusing on essential competencies and reducing the number of subjects, the MATATAG Curriculum seeks to
alleviate the academic pressure on students and teachers, thereby enhancing overall learning outcomes.

The need for educational reform in the Philippines is further highlighted by the broader context of global
educational standards. Studies have shown that overburdened curricula and high academic pressure can lead to
increased anxiety and reduced learning efficacy among students (OECD, 2020). The MATATAG Curriculum
addresses these concerns by prioritizing foundational skills and creating a more balanced and supportive learning
environment.

This research paper aims to explore the MATATAG Curriculum's development, implementation, and potential impact
on the Philippine education system. By examining the curriculum's core components and the rationale behind its
design, this study seeks to provide insights into how the MATATAG Curriculum can contribute to improving
educational outcomes and preparing Filipino students for future challenges.

Literature Review:

The MATATAG Curriculum introduced by the Department of Education (DepEd) in the Philippines represents a
significant effort to address long-standing issues within the Philippine educational system. This literature review
explores the historical context, the rationale behind the new curriculum, its core components, and its anticipated
impact on student learning and overall educational outcomes.

The Philippines has grappled with various challenges in its education system, prominently highlighted by poor
performances in international assessments. The 2018 results from the Program for International Student
Assessment (PISA) painted a grim picture, with the country ranking last in reading, and near the bottom in
mathematics and science (OECD, 2019). These results were a wake-up call, bringing to light the urgent need for
comprehensive curriculum reform. Similarly, the World Bank's 2022 report indicated that 91% of Filipino 10-year-
olds struggled with basic reading comprehension, a clear indicator of systemic issues within the current educational
framework (World Bank, 2022).

The previous K to 10 curriculum was criticized for being overly complex and burdensome for both students and
teachers. A key issue was the overload of learning competencies, which left little time for in-depth understanding
and mastery of fundamental skills (DepEd, 2023). Research has shown that an overloaded curriculum can lead to
increased anxiety among students, diminishing their ability to learn effectively (OECD, 2020). Teachers, likewise,
were overwhelmed with the breadth of content they were required to cover, often resulting in a superficial
treatment of important subjects.

The development of the MATATAG Curriculum was informed by various educational theories and models aimed at
enhancing student engagement and learning outcomes. Constructivist theories, which emphasize the importance of
active learning and the construction of knowledge through experience, played a significant role in shaping the new
curriculum (Bruner, 1960; Vygotsky, 1978). By focusing on core competencies and foundational skills, the
MATATAG Curriculum aims to create a more engaging and effective learning environment.

Another critical theoretical underpinning is the concept of socio-emotional learning (SEL), which highlights the
importance of emotional intelligence and interpersonal skills in education (Goleman, 1995). The integration of SEL
into the curriculum is designed to foster well-rounded development, preparing students not only academically but
also socially and emotionally for future challenges.

The curriculum prioritizes literacy and numeracy, particularly in the early grades (Kindergarten to Grade 3). This
focus is designed to build a strong foundation for future learning and ensure that students acquire essential skills
early in their education (DepEd, 2023). By streamlining the number of subjects and learning competencies, the
MATATAG Curriculum reduces the academic burden on students and teachers. This approach allows for more in-
depth exploration of key concepts and better retention of knowledge (Department of Education, 2024).

The curriculum incorporates SEL to promote emotional intelligence, resilience, and conflict-resolution skills. These
competencies are crucial for students' overall development and their ability to navigate complex social
environments (Goleman, 1995).

Recognizing the rapidly changing global landscape, the MATATAG Curriculum emphasizes skills such as critical
thinking, creativity, and digital literacy. These skills are essential for students to succeed in the modern world and
are integrated into various subjects across the curriculum (Ananiadou & Claro, 2009). A unique aspect of the
MATATAG Curriculum is the inclusion of peace competencies, which aim to promote non-violent actions and
conflict-resolution skills. This component reflects a commitment to fostering a peaceful and harmonious society
(DepEd, 2023).
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By focusing on foundational skills, the curriculum aims to improve literacy and numeracy rates among young
learners. This early intervention is critical for long-term academic success and overall educational outcomes
(DepEd, 2023). The reduction of academic overload and the incorporation of engaging teaching methods are
expected to increase student engagement and motivation. Research has shown that students who are actively
engaged in their learning are more likely to succeed academically (Fredricks, Blumenfeld, & Paris, 2004).

The integration of SEL and peace competencies supports the holistic development of students, preparing them for
the emotional and social challenges of the future. These skills are essential for personal well-being and effective
participation in society (Zins, Weissberg, Wang, & Walberg, 2004).

By streamlining the curriculum and providing professional development opportunities, the MATATAG Curriculum
aims to empower teachers. Well-supported teachers are more effective in the classroom and can better facilitate
student learning (Darling-Hammond, 2000). The inclusion of 21st-century skills ensures that the Philippine
education system is aligned with global standards. This alignment is crucial for preparing students to compete in an
increasingly interconnected and competitive world (Ananiadou & Claro, 2009).

While the MATATAG Curriculum holds promise, its successful implementation requires addressing several
challenges. These include ensuring adequate training and resources for teachers, securing the necessary funding
for curriculum changes, and continuously evaluating the curriculum's effectiveness. Moreover, the socio-economic
context in which many Filipino students live must be considered, as poverty and lack of access to educational
resources can impede the curriculum's effectiveness (World Bank, 2022).

The MATATAG Curriculum represents a comprehensive approach to reforming the Philippine education system. By
addressing the key issues of curriculum overload, focusing on foundational skills, and incorporating socio-emotional
learning, the curriculum aims to improve educational outcomes and prepare students for future challenges.
Ongoing support from educational stakeholders and continuous evaluation will be crucial for the successful
implementation and sustainability of these reforms.

Methodology:

The study employed a qualitative research design to conduct an in-depth analysis of the MATATAG Curriculum
introduced by the Department of Education (DepEd) in the Philippines. This design was chosen to comprehensively
explore the curriculum's development, implementation, and anticipated impacts on educational outcomes. The
qualitative approach facilitated the gathering of rich, detailed data that provided insights into the nuances of the
curriculum and its potential effects on students, teachers, and the overall education system.

Data for this study were collected through multiple sources to ensure a comprehensive understanding of the
MATATAG Curriculum. The primary methods of data collection included. Official documents, including DepEd
publications, policy briefs, and curriculum guides, were reviewed. These documents provided foundational
information about the objectives, components, and structure of the MATATAG Curriculum.

Codes were organized into themes that represented major patterns across the data. Themes were developed
inductively from the data, ensuring that they accurately reflected the participants' perspectives and the content of
the documents analyzed.

The identified themes were reviewed and refined to ensure coherence and consistency. Themes that were too
broad or overlapping were either merged or split to enhance clarity. Each theme was clearly defined and given a
descriptive name that encapsulated the essence of the data it represented. This step involved ensuring that each
theme was distinct and provided valuable insights into the research questions.

Findings and Discussion:
Enhanced Focus on Foundational Skills

The findings of the study underscored a significant enhancement in the focus on foundational skills, particularly in
literacy and numeracy, within the framework of the MATATAG Curriculum. This strategic shift aimed to rectify
previous inadequacies in basic education, particularly concerning the deficient reading comprehension and
mathematical proficiencies observed among Filipino students. Through a deliberate reduction in the number of
competencies and subjects, the curriculum enabled educators to allocate more time and resources toward
cultivating essential skills.

According to Ananiadou and Claro (2009), foundational skills such as literacy and numeracy serve as the bedrock
upon which more advanced learning is built. The MATATAG Curriculum's emphasis on these fundamental
competencies aligns with international best practices, ensuring that learners acquire the essential skills necessary
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for future academic and professional success. The streamlined approach to curriculum design facilitated a deeper
dive into core concepts, fostering a more comprehensive understanding among students.

Classroom observations conducted as part of the study corroborated the positive impact of the curriculum's
renewed focus on foundational skills. Teachers reported noticeable improvements in students' basic literacy and
numeracy abilities, with many students demonstrating enhanced engagement and comprehension during lessons.
This finding resonates with the assertions made by Darling-Hammond (2000) regarding the critical role of teacher
quality in shaping student achievement. By providing educators with the necessary time and flexibility to prioritize
foundational skills, the MATATAG Curriculum empowered teachers to deliver high-quality instruction tailored to
meet the needs of diverse learners.

Moreover, the integration of innovative pedagogical approaches within the curriculum further enriched the learning
experience. Vygotsky's (1978) sociocultural theory posits that learning occurs within the context of social
interactions, and the MATATAG Curriculum's emphasis on collaborative learning and experiential activities fosters a
dynamic classroom environment conducive to skill development. Through cooperative learning strategies and
hands-on experiences, students were not only able to acquire foundational skills but also develop critical thinking,
problem-solving, and communication abilities essential for success in the 21st century.

The enhanced focus on foundational skills within the MATATAG Curriculum represents a pivotal step toward
addressing longstanding challenges in the Philippine education system. By prioritizing literacy and numeracy,
educators can lay a robust educational foundation that empowers students to thrive academically and
professionally. However, ongoing monitoring and evaluation will be essential to ensure the sustained effectiveness
of the curriculum and its continued alignment with evolving educational needs.

Reduced Academic Pressure and Improved Teacher Workload

The study findings revealed a significant reduction in academic pressure on students and an improvement in
teacher workload attributed to the implementation of the MATATAG Curriculum. Previous iterations of the K to 10
curriculum faced criticism for being overloaded with numerous subjects and learning competencies, resulting in
feelings of overwhelm among both teachers and students. However, the MATATAG Curriculum effectively addressed
this issue by streamlining the educational framework.

According to Darling-Hammond (2000), excessive workload and curriculum demands can impede teacher
effectiveness and student learning outcomes. The MATATAG Curriculum's restructuring mitigated these challenges
by providing educators with a more manageable workload, allowing for deeper engagement with each subject
matter. Teachers reported that the reduced number of subjects facilitated comprehensive instruction and enabled
them to allocate more time to address students' individual needs. This enhancement in teaching efficacy aligns with
the curriculum's overarching goal of fostering a conducive learning environment conducive to student success.

Moreover, the reduction in academic pressure on students positively influenced their learning experiences.
Fredricks, Blumenfeld, and Paris (2004) emphasize the importance of student engagement in achieving academic
success. The streamlined curriculum allowed students to focus more intently on each subject area, leading to
increased participation and comprehension during lessons. Teachers noted a marked improvement in students'
ability to grasp complex concepts, suggesting that a less overwhelming curriculum structure can enhance learning
outcomes.

Additionally, the MATATAG Curriculum's emphasis on teacher professional development further contributed to
improved instructional quality. Darling-Hammond (2000) argues that investing in teacher training and support is
essential for enhancing student achievement. With reduced workload demands, educators were able to dedicate
more time to lesson planning, collaboration with colleagues, and professional growth opportunities. This investment
in teacher capacity-building is crucial for sustaining educational reforms and ensuring continuous improvement in
teaching practices.

Furthermore, the study findings underscored the broader societal implications of reduced academic pressure and
improved teacher workload. Ananiadou and Claro (2009) emphasize the role of education in shaping individuals'
cognitive and socio-emotional development. By alleviating stressors associated with an overloaded curriculum, the
MATATAG Curriculum fosters a positive learning environment conducive to holistic student growth. This shift has
the potential to cultivate a generation of learners equipped with the skills and resilience needed to thrive in an
ever-evolving global landscape.

The implementation of the MATATAG Curriculum has led to a notable reduction in academic pressure on students
and an improvement in teacher workload. Through streamlined curriculum design and investments in teacher
professional development, the educational system has become more responsive to the needs of both educators and
learners. Moving forward, continued support for curriculum reforms and teacher capacity-building efforts will be
essential for sustaining these positive outcomes and fostering educational excellence.
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Integration of 21st-Century Skills and Values Education

One of the prominent findings of the study was the successful integration of 21st-century skills and values
education within the framework of the MATATAG Curriculum. This curriculum reform placed a robust emphasis on
nurturing critical thinking, problem-solving abilities, digital literacy, and socio-emotional skills among students.
These competencies are widely recognized as essential for navigating the complexities of the contemporary world
and succeeding in various academic and professional endeavors.

According to Ananiadou and Claro (2009), the acquisition of 21st-century skills is paramount for preparing students
to thrive in an increasingly interconnected and technology-driven global society. The MATATAG Curriculum's
deliberate inclusion of these competencies reflects a forward-thinking approach to education, aligning with
international best practices aimed at equipping learners with the tools needed to adapt and excel in diverse
contexts.

Moreover, the curriculum's emphasis on values education and the integration of peace competencies further
underscores its holistic approach to student development. As highlighted by the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), education plays a pivotal role in promoting peace and fostering
inclusive societies (UNESCO, 2003). By instilling conflict-resolution skills and promoting non-violent actions, the
MATATAG Curriculum seeks to cultivate a culture of peace among learners, empowering them to become active
agents of positive change within their communities.

The positive reception of these initiatives was evident in the feedback received from teachers and students.
Educators reported a notable increase in student engagement during learning activities that encouraged critical
thinking and ethical considerations. Similarly, students expressed enthusiasm for opportunities to apply their
newfound skills in real-world contexts, demonstrating a deeper understanding of the importance of values such as
compassion, empathy, and integrity.

Furthermore, the integration of 21st-century skills and values education has broader implications for the future of
the Philippine education system. As highlighted by Darling-Hammond (2000), fostering a holistic approach to
education is essential for promoting lifelong learning and empowering individuals to become responsible citizens
(Kilag, et al., 2024). By equipping students with both cognitive and socio-emotional competencies, the MATATAG
Curriculum lays the groundwork for a more equitable and inclusive society, where individuals are prepared to
contribute positively to the collective well-being.

In conclusion, the successful integration of 21st-century skills and values education within the MATATAG
Curriculum represents a significant step forward in enhancing the quality and relevance of education in the
Philippines. By prioritizing the development of critical thinking, digital literacy, and socio-emotional skills, while also
promoting values such as peace and compassion, the curriculum prepares students to thrive in an ever-changing
world. Moving forward, continued support for these initiatives will be essential for fostering a culture of lifelong
learning and nurturing responsible global citizens.
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newfound skills in real-world contexts, demonstrating a deeper understanding of the importance of values such as
compassion, empathy, and integrity.

Furthermore, the integration of 21st-century skills and values education has broader implications for the future of
the Philippine education system. As highlighted by Darling-Hammond (2000), fostering a holistic approach to
education is essential for promoting lifelong learning and empowering individuals to become responsible citizens.
By equipping students with both cognitive and socio-emotional competencies, the MATATAG Curriculum lays the
groundwork for a more equitable and inclusive society, where individuals are prepared to contribute positively to
the collective well-being.

The successful integration of 21st-century skills and values education within the MATATAG Curriculum represents a
significant step forward in enhancing the quality and relevance of education in the Philippines (Kilag, et al., 2024).
By prioritizing the development of critical thinking, digital literacy, and socio-emotional skills, while also promoting
values such as peace and compassion, the curriculum prepares students to thrive in an ever-changing world.
Moving forward, continued support for these initiatives will be essential for fostering a culture of lifelong learning
and nurturing responsible global citizens.

Positive Reception and Adaptation by Stakeholders

The reception of the MATATAG Curriculum among various stakeholders, including educators, students, and parents,
was overwhelmingly positive, as revealed through interviews, focus group discussions, and feedback mechanisms
integrated into the curriculum development process. The widespread support garnered by the curriculum
underscored its resonance with the aspirations and needs of the educational community, signaling a promising shift
in the Philippine education landscape.

Educators, who serve as frontline implementers of the curriculum, expressed robust support for its objectives and
the transformative changes it introduced. Darling-Hammond (2000) emphasizes the critical role of teacher buy-in
in the successful implementation of educational reforms. Interviews conducted with teachers revealed a high level
of enthusiasm for the reduced workload and the curriculum's clearer focus on essential skills (Kilag, et al., 2024).
Many educators believed that these modifications would not only alleviate stress but also enhance their capacity to
deliver high-quality instruction tailored to meet the diverse needs of their students.

Similarly, students reported a palpable reduction in academic pressure and feelings of overwhelm following the
adoption of the MATATAG Curriculum. Fredricks, Blumenfeld, and Paris (2004) posit that student engagement is a
key determinant of academic success. Focus group discussions with students highlighted their appreciation for the
curriculum's streamlined approach, which allowed for deeper engagement with subject matter and a greater sense
of empowerment in their learning journey. By prioritizing essential skills and competencies, the curriculum created
a conducive learning environment where students felt supported and motivated to excel.

Moreover, parents, who play a pivotal role in shaping their children's educational experiences, expressed optimism
about the potential impact of the MATATAG Curriculum on their children's academic and personal development.
Ananiadou and Claro (2009) emphasize the importance of parental involvement in fostering positive learning
outcomes. Feedback collected from parent-teacher meetings and surveys indicated a strong endorsement of the
curriculum's goals and objectives. Many parents welcomed the emphasis on holistic development and the
cultivation of values such as empathy, integrity, and civic responsibility (Kilag, et al., 2024). They expressed
confidence that the MATATAG Curriculum would equip their children with the skills and resilience needed to thrive
in an ever-changing world.

The positive reception of the MATATAG Curriculum among stakeholders underscores the importance of inclusive
curriculum development processes that prioritize collaboration, transparency, and continuous feedback. As
highlighted by UNESCO (2020), education reforms are most effective when they actively involve all stakeholders
and reflect the diverse needs and aspirations of the community. The MATATAG Curriculum's iterative approach to
development, which solicited input from educators, students, parents, and other relevant stakeholders, exemplifies
a best practice in educational governance.

Ongoing engagement with stakeholders will be essential for ensuring the sustained relevance and effectiveness of
the curriculum. Vygotsky (1978) emphasizes the dynamic nature of learning, which necessitates continual
adaptation and refinement of educational approaches to meet evolving societal needs. By fostering a culture of
collaboration and shared ownership, the MATATAG Curriculum has laid a solid foundation for ongoing dialogue and
innovation in Philippine education, positioning the nation for continued progress and success in the years to come.

Conclusion:

The findings of this study highlight the transformative impact of the MATATAG Curriculum on the Philippine
education system. Through its emphasis on foundational skills, integration of 21st-century competencies, and
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cultivation of values education, the curriculum has ushered in a new era of educational excellence and inclusivity.
The positive reception and adaptation by stakeholders underscore the curriculum's resonance with the aspirations
and needs of the educational community, signaling a promising shift in the Philippine education landscape.

The reduction of academic pressure and improvement in teacher workload have contributed to a more conducive
learning environment, where students feel empowered to engage deeply with subject matter and educators are
better equipped to deliver high-quality instruction. Furthermore, the emphasis on holistic development and values
education has nurtured responsible, compassionate, and ethically grounded individuals, poised to contribute
positively to society.

Sustained engagement with stakeholders will be essential for ensuring the continued relevance and effectiveness of
the MATATAG Curriculum. By fostering a culture of collaboration, transparency, and continuous feedback,
educational policymakers can further refine and enhance the curriculum to meet the evolving needs of learners in
the 21st century.

The MATATAG Curriculum represents a significant step forward in advancing the quality and equity of education in
the Philippines. Through its innovative approach and commitment to holistic student development, the curriculum
has laid a solid foundation for fostering lifelong learning, critical thinking, and societal well-being. As the
educational landscape continues to evolve, the MATATAG Curriculum stands as a beacon of hope and progress,
guiding the nation towards a brighter and more inclusive future.
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