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Abstract: 

 
This study provides a comprehensive analysis of early literacy development in emerging readers,  drawing on the 

valuable insights and perspectives of Dorothy Strickland, an eminent figure in the  field of literacy education. 
Through a systematic literature review, this research highlights four  key themes: the foundational principles of 

early literacy development, the role of language  acquisition, holistic approaches to literacy, and socio-cultural 

influences on literacy development.  The findings underscore the critical role of creating a literacy-rich environment 
and fostering a  love for reading and writing from an early age. Additionally, the study emphasizes the 

significance  of nurturing language acquisition through interactive and language-rich activities. Moreover, 
it  highlights the effectiveness of holistic approaches in promoting critical thinking and socio emotional skills 

alongside the mechanical aspects of literacy. Furthermore, the research  underscores the pivotal influence of socio-

cultural factors in early literacy, emphasizing the  importance of culturally responsive teaching practices and 
inclusive learning environments. This  study contributes to a comprehensive understanding of early literacy 

development, providing  valuable insights for educators and policymakers to enhance literacy programs and 

interventions  for emerging readers.  
 

Keywords: early literacy development, emerging readers, Dorothy Strickland, language  acquisition, holistic 
approaches, socio-cultural influences, literacy-rich environment  

 

Introduction: 
 

Literacy development in young children is a crucial aspect of their educational journey, laying the  foundation for 
future academic success and lifelong learning (Johnston, et al., 2023). Dorothy  Strickland, a distinguished 

educator and researcher, has made substantial contributions to the field  of early literacy development. Her work 

has shed light on the intricate processes involved in the  emergence of reading and writing skills in young 
learners.   

 

Literacy development in early childhood has been widely recognized as a fundamental building  block for cognitive 
and academic growth. The acquisition of literacy skills in emerging readers  involves a complex interplay of 

cognitive, linguistic, and socio-cultural factors. According to  Strickland, the co-author of "Teaching Our Children to 
Read: The Components of an Effective,  Comprehensive Reading Program," the early literacy experiences of 

children significantly impact  their later academic achievements (Strickland, et al., 2004). Strickland's research 

emphasizes the  importance of providing young children with a strong foundation in reading and writing, which  not 
only enhances their academic performance but also fosters a lifelong love for learning.  
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Strickland's framework of early literacy development underscores the significance of a holistic  approach that 

integrates both language and literacy skills. Her research emphasizes the importance  of creating a literacy-rich 

environment that nurtures children's language acquisition and fosters  their emergent literacy skills. Strickland 
emphasizes that early literacy development should  encompass not only the mechanical aspects of reading and 

writing but also the development of  critical thinking, comprehension, and communication skills (Muhammad & 
Minor, 2023). Her  framework highlights the role of educators and caregivers in fostering a supportive and 

engaging  learning environment that encourages children to explore and experiment with literacy.  

 
Strickland's research also delves into the challenges that can impede early literacy development in  emerging 

readers. She highlights the impact of socio-economic disparities, language barriers, and  inadequate access to 
quality literacy resources on children's literacy acquisition. Strickland's  insights underscore the need for targeted 

interventions that address the diverse needs of children  from different socio-cultural backgrounds. Her research 

underscores the significance of culturally  responsive teaching practices that recognize and integrate the linguistic 
and cultural diversity of  young learners. 

 
Strickland's contributions have significant implications for early literacy education and policy  development. Her 

research emphasizes the importance of implementing evidence-based  instructional strategies that promote early 

literacy development in diverse learning environments.  Strickland advocates for the integration of multi-modal 
approaches that cater to the individual  learning styles and needs of young children. Her work underscores the 

necessity of collaboration  among educators, families, and communities to create a supportive and inclusive 

learning  environment that fosters early literacy skills in emerging readers.  
 

Dorothy Strickland's insights into early literacy development in emerging readers have  significantly enriched our 
understanding of the complex processes involved in the acquisition of  reading and writing skills. Her research 

underscores the importance of creating a nurturing and  supportive learning environment that caters to the diverse 

needs of young learners. By  acknowledging the challenges and opportunities inherent in early literacy education, 
Strickland's  work provides valuable guidance for educators, policymakers, and caregivers seeking to foster 

the  holistic development of emerging readers. This research aims to build upon Strickland's insights  and 
contribute to the advancement of effective early literacy programs that promote a lifelong love  for learning in 

young children.  

 
Literature Review: 

 

Early literacy development in emerging readers is a critical area of study that has garnered  significant attention 
from researchers, educators, and policymakers. Dorothy Strickland, an  esteemed educator and researcher, has 

made substantial contributions to this field, providing  valuable insights into the intricate processes involved in the 
emergence of reading and writing  skills in young learners. By reviewing the existing literature on early literacy 

development and  incorporating the contributions of Dorothy Strickland, this section aims to provide 

a  comprehensive overview of the key themes and findings in this area of research.  
 

A solid foundation in early literacy is crucial for children's academic success and lifelong learning.  According to 
Strickland and her co-authors in "Teaching Our Children to Read: The Components  of an Effective, Comprehensive 

Reading Program," early literacy experiences play a pivotal role  in shaping children's cognitive and linguistic 

development (Honig, 2001). They emphasize the  importance of creating a literacy-rich environment that fosters a 
love for reading and writing from  an early age. This perspective is supported by Wells (2023) in their research on 

the importance of  early literacy experiences in promoting children's cognitive and socio-emotional development.  

 
Strickland's work underscores the significant role of language acquisition in early literacy  development. Research 

by Dicataldo and Roch (2022) highlights the crucial link between oral  language development and the acquisition of 
reading and writing skills. Strickland emphasizes the  need for educators and caregivers to focus on fostering 

children's oral language skills, as they form  the basis for successful literacy development. She stresses the 

importance of interactive and  language-rich activities that encourage children to communicate and express 
themselves  effectively, thus laying a strong foundation for future literacy skills.  

 
Strickland advocates for a holistic approach to early literacy that goes beyond the mechanics of  reading and 

writing. Her research emphasizes the importance of incorporating activities that promote critical thinking, 

comprehension, and communication skills in young learners. This  perspective aligns with the findings of 
Tandzegolskienė-Bielaglovė, et al. (2023) who highlight  the significance of integrating literacy with other cognitive 

and socio-emotional skills to enhance  children's overall development. Strickland's holistic approach encourages 
educators to design  comprehensive literacy programs that foster a deeper understanding and appreciation of the 

written  word, thereby promoting a lifelong love for learning.  

 
Socio-Cultural Factors and Literacy Development  

 



                  IMJRISE     

                  International Multidisciplinary Journal of Research for      

                  Research for Innovation, Sustainability, and Excellence                                                  

                  Volume 1, Issue no. 3 (2024)   
 

   

 

ISSN ONLINE: 3028-032X 

 ISSN PRINT: 3028-0370 

Page | 263 

Strickland's research emphasizes the impact of socio-cultural factors on children's early literacy  development. She 
highlights the importance of recognizing and incorporating the cultural diversity  of learners in literacy education. 

This perspective resonates with the research of Heath, who  emphasizes the influence of cultural practices and 

beliefs on children's literacy acquisition.  Strickland stresses the need for culturally responsive teaching practices 
that acknowledge and  integrate the linguistic and cultural backgrounds of students, thereby creating an inclusive 

learning  environment that promotes meaningful literacy experiences for all learners.  
 

Strickland's work also sheds light on the challenges that can impede early literacy development in  young children. 

Research by Santillan (2023) highlights the impact of environmental factors, such  as limited access to quality 
literacy resources, on children's literacy skills. Strickland emphasizes  the importance of addressing these 

challenges through targeted interventions that focus on  providing equitable access to literacy materials and 
resources. Her research underscores the need  for collaborative efforts among educators, families, and 

communities to create supportive learning  environments that foster early literacy skills in all children, regardless 

of their socio-economic  backgrounds.  
 

Strickland's insights have significant implications for early literacy education and policy  development. Her research 
emphasizes the importance of evidence-based instructional strategies  that promote early literacy development in 

diverse learning environments. Strickland's emphasis  on the integration of multi-modal approaches aligns with the 

findings of Omari and Malecela  (2023), who advocate for the use of a variety of teaching methods to cater to the 
individual learning  styles and needs of young learners. Her work underscores the importance of fostering 

collaboration  among stakeholders to develop comprehensive early literacy programs that nurture the 

cognitive,  linguistic, and socio-emotional development of emerging readers.  
 

Dorothy Strickland's contributions to the field of early literacy development have significantly  enriched our 
understanding of the complex processes involved in the acquisition of reading and  writing skills in young children. 

By emphasizing the foundational role of language acquisition,  advocating for holistic approaches to literacy, 

addressing socio-cultural factors, and  acknowledging the challenges in early literacy development, her research 
has provided valuable  insights for educators, policymakers, and researchers. Strickland's work highlights the 

importance  of creating inclusive and supportive learning environments that foster early literacy skills in 
all  children, thus laying a strong foundation for their future academic success and personal growth.  Building upon 

Strickland's insights, this literature review aims to contribute to the advancement  of effective early literacy 

programs that promote a lifelong love for learning in emerging readers. 
 

Methodology: 

 
The methodology adopted for this study involved a systematic literature review to  comprehensively examine the 

existing research on early literacy development, with a specific  focus on the insights provided by Dorothy 
Strickland. A systematic approach was employed to  ensure the identification, selection, and analysis of relevant 

literature pertaining to the research  topic.  

 
The first step involved systematically searching electronic databases, including PubMed, Google  Scholar, and 

educational databases such as ERIC, using appropriate keywords such as "early  literacy development," "emerging 
readers," and "Dorothy Strickland." Additionally, manual  searches of relevant journals, books, and conference 

proceedings were conducted to identify key  studies and publications.  

 
A predefined set of inclusion and exclusion criteria was established to select studies that met the  specific research 

objectives. Inclusion criteria included studies published in peer-reviewed  journals, books, and reputable 

conference proceedings that focused on early literacy development,  language acquisition, and literacy 
interventions, with a particular emphasis on the contributions of  Dorothy Strickland. Studies that did not directly 

relate to the research topic or lacked empirical  evidence were excluded.  
 

The identified studies were carefully screened based on their relevance and quality. Pertinent  information, 

including the authors, publication year, research objectives, methodologies, and key  findings, was systematically 
extracted and organized in a comprehensive database. A thematic  analysis approach was utilized to identify 

common themes, patterns, and key insights related to  early literacy development and the contributions of Dorothy 
Strickland. The analysis focused on  identifying the foundational principles, role of language acquisition, holistic 

approaches to  literacy, socio-cultural factors, challenges, and implications for early literacy education 

as  highlighted in the literature.  
 

A rigorous quality assessment was conducted to evaluate the credibility, validity, and reliability of  the selected 
studies. The quality assessment criteria included the robustness of the research  methodology, the clarity of 

research objectives, the validity of findings, and the coherence of  arguments presented in the literature. Studies 

that met the established quality criteria were given  priority in the final analysis, while those with methodological 
limitations were critically examined  to ensure the validity and reliability of the findings.  
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The findings from the selected studies were synthesized to provide a comprehensive overview of  the key themes 
and insights related to early literacy development in emerging readers, as guided  by Dorothy Strickland's research 

contributions. The synthesis of findings aimed to present a  coherent narrative that integrated diverse perspectives 

and research outcomes, thereby offering a  holistic understanding of the complexities and nuances associated with 
early literacy development.  

 
Findings and Discussion: 

 

The systematic literature review on early literacy development and the insights from Dorothy  Strickland's research 
has revealed several key findings that significantly contribute to our  understanding of the complex processes 

involved in the emergence of reading and writing skills  in young learners. The synthesis of the literature has 
highlighted critical aspects related to the  foundational principles, language acquisition, holistic approaches to 

literacy, socio-cultural  factors, challenges, and implications for early literacy education.  

 
The foundational principles of early literacy development were found to be crucial in laying the  groundwork for 

children's academic success and lifelong learning. Strickland's emphasis on  creating a literacy-rich environment 
that fosters a love for reading and writing resonated strongly with the findings from various studies, emphasizing 

the pivotal role of early literacy experiences  in shaping children's cognitive and linguistic development.  

 
Theme 1: Foundational Principles of Early Literacy Development  

 

The literature review on early literacy development, with a focus on the insights provided by  Dorothy Strickland, 
accentuated the essentiality of establishing robust foundational principles in  early literacy education. Strickland's 

emphasis on cultivating a literacy-rich environment resonates  strongly with the wider body of literature, which 
underscores the pivotal significance of granting  children access to a diverse array of engaging reading materials 

right from their formative years  (Kilag, et al., 2023). According to Strickland, this early exposure to literature and 

interactive  storytelling serves as a cornerstone for nurturing a genuine passion for reading and writing 
among  young learners, setting the stage for their future educational endeavors. In support of this, the work  of 

French (2004) highlights the critical impact of early literacy experiences, particularly exposure  to reading 
materials, on children's cognitive development and language acquisition, thereby  emphasizing the foundational 

role of such experiences in early literacy development.  

 
Furthermore, the literature review illuminated the significance of incorporating interactive  storytelling and 

engaging reading materials into early literacy curricula. Interactive storytelling  has been shown to stimulate 

children's imagination, cognitive development, and language skills,  fostering a deeper understanding and 
appreciation of narrative structures and linguistic patterns  (Kilag, et al., 2023). Strickland's emphasis on creating 

a literacy-rich environment aligns with the  understanding that a stimulating and immersive reading environment 
can foster a sense of curiosity  and exploration in children, igniting their interest in the world of words and stories 

from an early  age. Such an environment not only cultivates a love for reading but also provides a 

strong  foundation for the development of essential literacy skills, including vocabulary expansion,  language 
fluency, and comprehension abilities, as indicated by the work of Griffin (2023).  

 
The review underscores the significance of establishing a solid foundation in early literacy  education through the 

provision of diverse and interactive reading materials. Strickland's emphasis  on creating a literacy-rich 

environment is supported by research highlighting the pivotal role of  early literacy experiences in fostering 
cognitive and linguistic development in young children. By  recognizing the foundational importance of immersive 

and engaging early literacy experiences,  educators and policymakers can implement strategies that nurture a 

lifelong love for reading and  writing in emerging readers, thereby laying a strong groundwork for their future 
academic success. 

 
Theme 2: Role of Language Acquisition in Early Literacy  

 

The role of language acquisition stands out as a crucial theme in the literature review, reflecting  its central 
importance in early literacy development. Strickland's insights into the pivotal  connection between oral language 

development and literacy acquisition find resonance in the  broader research, emphasizing the critical need to 
foster children's oral communication skills to  facilitate their seamless transition into proficient readers and writers 

(Kilag, et al., 2023). This  emphasis on the interdependence of oral language and literacy aligns with the view that 

language  serves as the foundation upon which children build their literacy skills, emphasizing the necessity  of a 
strong linguistic base for successful literacy acquisition (McDermott, 2023).  

The literature review underscores the significance of engaging children in interactive language rich activities as a 
means to foster robust language acquisition. By immersing children in activities  that promote vocabulary 

development, language fluency, and effective communication skills,  educators can lay the groundwork for 

successful literacy acquisition (Kilag, et al., 2023). Such  activities not only facilitate the expansion of children's 
vocabulary but also encourage them to  develop a nuanced understanding of language structures and nuances, 

fostering their ability to  express themselves effectively in both oral and written forms. Research by Dicataldo and 
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Roch  (2022) supports the notion that rich language experiences, including conversations, storytelling,  and 
discussions, play a crucial role in promoting children's language acquisition and, subsequently,  their literacy 

development.  

 
Furthermore, the literature review emphasizes the critical role of language fluency in the  acquisition of literacy 

skills. Strickland's emphasis on nurturing oral communication skills as a  precursor to successful literacy acquisition 
aligns with the understanding that language fluency  lays the foundation for reading comprehension and written 

expression (Kilag, et al., 2023). The  ability to comprehend and articulate complex thoughts and ideas orally 

contributes significantly  to the development of critical literacy skills, enabling children to engage with written texts 
more  effectively and critically. Hence, the promotion of language fluency through interactive language rich 

activities is vital for enhancing children's literacy development and fostering their overall  cognitive growth 
(Hamzah, et al., 2023).  

 

Strickland's insights regarding the interdependence of oral language and literacy acquisition are  supported by 
research emphasizing the critical importance of engaging children in interactive  language-rich activities to 

promote vocabulary development, language fluency, and effective  communication skills. By recognizing the 
foundational role of language acquisition in literacy  development, educators can implement strategies that 

facilitate a seamless transition from oral  language proficiency to proficient reading and writing skills, thus fostering 

a solid foundation for  children's academic success and holistic development.  
 

Theme 3: Holistic Approaches to Early Literacy  

 
The literature review underscores the effectiveness of holistic approaches in early literacy  development, 

emphasizing the necessity of cultivating not only the mechanical aspects of reading  and writing but also critical 
thinking, comprehension, and communication skills. Strickland's  emphasis on the integration of literacy with other 

cognitive and socio-emotional skills is supported by research that underscores the transformative impact of 

comprehensive literacy programs on  children's overall cognitive and emotional development (Strickland, 2010). 
This recognition of the  multifaceted nature of literacy aligns with the broader understanding that literacy is not 

solely  about decoding written symbols but is intricately linked to the development of higher-order  cognitive skills, 
including critical thinking, analysis, and synthesis (Solomons, 2023).  

 

The literature review emphasizes the importance of designing comprehensive literacy programs  that foster a 
deeper understanding and appreciation of the written word. By integrating literacy  with critical thinking, 

comprehension, and communication skills, educators can promote a holistic  approach to literacy that nurtures a 

lifelong love for learning among young readers (Kilag, et al.  2023). Such an approach not only facilitates a more 
comprehensive and meaningful understanding  of the texts but also encourages children to engage critically with 

the content, thereby fostering  their analytical and evaluative abilities. Research by Zimmerman (2023) supports 
this approach,  emphasizing that holistic literacy programs, which encourage active participation and 

critical  engagement with texts, have a significant impact on children's overall cognitive development 

and  academic achievement.  
 

Furthermore, the literature review underscores the transformative potential of holistic literacy  approaches in 
promoting socio-emotional development among young readers. Strickland's  emphasis on integrating literacy with 

socio-emotional skills aligns with the understanding that  literacy experiences can significantly impact children's 

self-expression, empathy, and social  awareness (Strickland, 2005). By incorporating literature that reflects diverse 
experiences and  perspectives, educators can encourage children to develop a deeper understanding of 

themselves  and others, fostering their socio-emotional growth and interpersonal skills. Such an approach not  only 

promotes a more comprehensive and inclusive learning environment but also cultivates  empathy and compassion 
among young learners, thereby nurturing their holistic development as  responsible and empathetic individuals 

(Kilag, et al., 2023). By recognizing the multifaceted  nature of literacy and designing programs that foster a 
deeper understanding and appreciation of  the written word, educators can promote a lifelong love for learning and 

cultivate empathetic and  critical individuals who are equipped to engage meaningfully with the world around 

them.  
 

Theme 4: Socio-Cultural Influences on Early Literacy Development  
 

The influence of socio-cultural factors on early literacy development emerged as a critical theme  in the review, 

underscoring the significant impact of cultural diversity on children's literacy  acquisition. Strickland's advocacy for 
culturally responsive teaching practices aligns with the  broader recognition of the profound influence of socio-

cultural factors on children's literacy  experiences and educational outcomes (Strickland & Barnett, 2003). This 
acknowledgment of the  intricate interplay between cultural diversity and literacy acquisition emphasizes the 

importance  of creating inclusive learning environments that cater to the diverse linguistic and 

cultural  backgrounds of students, fostering a sense of belonging and identity within the educational context.  
The literature review highlighted the pivotal role of recognizing and integrating the linguistic and  cultural 

backgrounds of students in literacy education. By acknowledging and embracing the  diverse socio-cultural 
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experiences of learners, educators can create inclusive learning  environments that promote a sense of cultural 
validation and understanding (Kilag, et al., 2023).  

 

Such inclusive practices not only facilitate effective communication and engagement but also  foster a deeper 
appreciation and respect for cultural diversity among students, thereby nurturing a  more empathetic and culturally 

competent learning community. Research by Sun, et al. (2023)  supports the importance of recognizing the 
cultural influences on literacy development,  emphasizing the critical role of cultural practices and beliefs in 

shaping children's literacy  experiences and learning trajectories.  

 
Furthermore, the literature review highlighted the significance of culturally responsive teaching  practices in early 

literacy education. Strickland's advocacy for creating inclusive learning  environments that cater to the diverse 
needs of all learners aligns with the understanding that  culturally responsive teaching fosters equitable 

educational opportunities and promotes academic  success among students from diverse socio-cultural 

backgrounds (Kilag, et al., 2023). By  incorporating culturally relevant texts and materials that reflect the diverse 
experiences and  perspectives of students, educators can not only enhance students' literacy skills but also 

empower  them to develop a positive sense of identity and self-worth. Such practices not only promote  cultural 
appreciation and understanding but also cultivate a sense of belonging and inclusivity,  thereby fostering a 

supportive and nurturing learning environment for all students (Kilag, et al.,  2023).  

 
The findings of the systematic literature review underscored the significance of establishing a  strong foundation in 

early literacy, fostering language acquisition, adopting holistic approaches to  literacy education, and recognizing 

the influence of socio-cultural factors on children's literacy  development. These findings contribute to a 
comprehensive understanding of the multifaceted  nature of early literacy development, providing valuable insights 

for educators, policymakers, and  researchers seeking to enhance literacy education for emerging readers.  
 

Conclusion: 

 
This comprehensive literature review has provided valuable insights into the multifaceted nature  of early literacy 

development, drawing on the foundational principles and key perspectives  outlined by Dorothy Strickland. The 
four overarching themes elucidated in this study - the  foundational principles of early literacy development, the 

role of language acquisition, holistic  approaches to literacy, and socio-cultural influences on early literacy 

development - have  contributed to a nuanced understanding of the complex processes involved in fostering 
literacy  skills among emerging readers.  

 

The review highlighted the crucial role of creating a literacy-rich environment and fostering a love  for reading and 
writing from an early age, as emphasized by Strickland. The integration of  interactive storytelling and diverse 

reading materials was identified as instrumental in laying the  groundwork for nurturing a genuine passion for 
literacy among young learners.  

 

Additionally, the study emphasized the indispensable role of language acquisition in early literacy  development. 
Strickland's emphasis on nurturing oral communication skills was echoed in the  literature, underlining the critical 

importance of engaging children in language-rich activities to  facilitate their transition to proficient readers and 
writers. 

 

Furthermore, the review underscored the effectiveness of holistic approaches to early literacy,  emphasizing the 
need to cultivate critical thinking, comprehension, and socio-emotional skills  alongside the mechanical aspects of 

reading and writing. Strickland's emphasis on integrating  literacy with broader cognitive and socio-emotional skills 

was found to be instrumental in fostering  a comprehensive understanding and appreciation of the written word 
among young readers.  

 
Moreover, the study highlighted the critical influence of socio-cultural factors on early literacy  development. 

Strickland's advocacy for culturally responsive teaching practices was reinforced by  the literature, emphasizing the 

need to recognize and integrate the linguistic and cultural  backgrounds of students in literacy education to create 
inclusive learning environments.  

 
This study reinforces the importance of fostering a holistic and inclusive approach to early literacy  development, 

one that recognizes the interplay of foundational principles, language acquisition,  holistic teaching strategies, and 

socio-cultural influences. By acknowledging the complexities  inherent in early literacy education, educators and 
policymakers can develop more effective  strategies and interventions that cater to the diverse needs of emerging 

readers, thereby fostering  a lifelong love for learning and promoting equitable educational opportunities for all. 
Building  upon the insights provided by Dorothy Strickland, this study seeks to contribute to the  advancement of 

early literacy programs that lay a robust foundation for children's academic  success and holistic development.  
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